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ABSTRACT

Eradication of poverty is the main objective ofrpiing in India, since the inception of planning ipérfor the
overall development of the country. At presentf Selp Group (SHG) and Micro- finance are being siolered as
important tools for poverty alleviation through eowering the poor and underprivileged section of $beiety throughout
the globe. In our country, poverty alleviation prammes have been given more and more importandkeirfield of
economic development. The present research papan sttempt to analyze the impact of Self Help @r¢&HG) and
Micro-Finance on poor tribal women of a tribal inbiged area from Bankura district of West-BengalisTaper attempts
to give an account of the SHGs of the study arésparticipation of poor tribal women into the Ssl@nd the role of
SHGs on women empowerment. Result of the studyatedi that there is a significant difference betwéee level of
empowerment between pre-SHG and post -SHG sitult@so indicates that period of participation ot the sole
criteria for the empowerment. Actually empowernigrt multidimensional phenomenon.Finally the papmrcludes with
some suggestions of the author for the eradicatibpoverty by the socio-economic empowerment ofemctirough

SHGs-mechanism in the study area.
KEYWORDS: Self Help Groups (SHGs), Tribal Inhabited Areasnvéno Empowerment

INTRODUCTION

Removal of poverty is the main objective of plammnin India, since the inception of the planningipérfor the
overall development of the country. In order to make development sustainable and to bring peadepewsperity,
the poverty alleviation programmes have been giweme and more importance in the field of econonggatopment.
To ensure sustainable development and to bringepaad prosperity we need social justice and geagieality. To ensure
social justice we need the social sector developret to ensure gender equality, we need the emposve of women.
Social sector comprises all parts of the societgiuiding the cities and the villages, the rich a&dlas the poor. One such
part of the social sector is the Tribal InhabiteegRns of India. The areas inhabited by the trgmgulation constitute a

significant part of the underdeveloped areas otthentry.

This paper attempts to evaluate the participatibtribal women into Self Help Groups (SHGs) ancheve an
idea aboutsocio-economic status of the tribal womembers of the SHGs in the tribal inhibited amefaBankura district.
This paper also examines whether the Self Help grd8HGSs) have significant role towards the empaweett of tribal
women for the socio-economic upliftment and for plo@erty alleviation in the areas under study.Hynialalso attempts to

suggest some measures for socio-economic empoweohaomen as well as for the efficient and effegtfunctioning
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of the SHGs for the overall economic developmerthefstudy area. The paper is organised as follsaation-1 provides
the objectives and hypotheses of the study, methggptools and data base of the study, sectioiv@sga few words
about the study area, status of tribal women an@&sSlh the region, section-3 deals with statistiaahlysis and
interpretations of data, Section-4 gives the surgnodfindingsof the study and Section-5 states sdiméations of the
study. Finally, section-4concludes with some sutigesneasures for the socio-economic developmettiefrea through

SHG-mechanism.
OBJECTIVES& HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY
The main objectives of the study are as follows;

* To evaluate the participation of tribal women istelf Help Groups (SHGSs) to know the socio-econastatus of

the tribal women members of the SHGs in the tiiblabited rural areas of Bankura district.

e To examine whether the participation into the Sédlp Groups (SHGs) have significant role towards th
empowerment of tribal women for the socio-econonpdiftment of the tribal inhabited rural poor womeh

Bankura district of West Bengal.

* To compare the level of empowerment between Pre-8HG Post-SHG situations on the basis of periods of

membership in the Self Help Groups (SHGS)

e« To suggest some measures for the empowerment lidl twvomen through the Self Help Groups (SHGSs)

mechanism for the socio-economic upliftment andlerpoverty alleviation in the study area.
HYPOTHESES
Based on the objectives of the study the followiggotheses have been empirically set

e Hou: The levels of empowerment of poor tribal women mmt differ significantly between pre-SHG and

post -SHG situation.

* Ho2 Respondents having different periods of membprslu differ significantly with respect to their kevof

empowerment under pre and post-SHG situation
METHODOLOGY, TOOLS ANDDATABASE OF THE STUDY

Survey methods have been adopted for our studyeddecy data have been collected by conductingvaeysand
then analysed based on certain standardised sexpudPiimary data for the study have been collediezttly from the
members of the SHGs or through the Gram-Panchayet Resource Persons (GPRPs). A part of the Bantlistrict,
particularly the tribal inhabited areas in and adj# to the Jungle Mahal has been selected as atedy Out of 22 blocks
in Bankura, five tribal inhabited blocks namely Remdh, Hirbandh, Raipur, Khatra and Chatna hawen lohosen for the
study based on the percentages of tribal populadibthe blocks that account for 47.07, 28.45, 27.88.02 and
20.50respectively as per last census, 2011. Aiézction of the study area respondents for theystuere selected.
Keeping in view the objectives of the study, a nstdige stratified random sampling procedure wasptdbfor the
selection of the Gram-Panchayats, Villages, SelpHeroups (SHGs) and the respondent members. Bytiithe this
Survey conducted, there were about 5989 Self Hetu®& (SHGs) and approximately 71736 members iratba under
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study. Out of these groups and members, by follgwinulti-stage stratified random sampling technique finally 120
SHGs and 240 respondents from these groups wesetselfor our study to cover the entire study afgaart from
primary data some secondary data are also colldabed the reports of the WDOs, DRPs, District Rubevelopment
Cell (DCRC), Bankura and relevant publicationSMBSRLM, Publications of NABARD, Official website die ministry
of Rural Development (MoRD), Backward Class Welfaepartment (BCWD), Govt. of West Bengal etc.

In our study, efforts have been made to measureemsrempowerment in the domestic sphere by coneigler
several aspects or dimensions of women empowermkatseveral aspects or dimensions of empowerrhahhave been
considered for the study are: a).women’s econoraisibn-making power (Economic Empowerment), b)rtpaysical
freedom of movement in the society as well as theaial interaction power (Social Empowerment) aptheir political

awareness and political decision making power irddpntly (Political Empowerment).

An Empowerment Index based on the responses ofaaygestions on the above mentioned three dimeasb
empowerment for the poor tribal women members tasuee their level of empowerment both at the pr&Sind the
post-SHG situation was developed. Response to a&atlevery question is noted with five point scaligtting 5 to most
favourable, 4 to favourable, 3 to neutral, 2 toeade and 1 for strongly adverse for favourableestant & reverse for
unfavourable statement and standardized by thesfigetors themselves. Then, as per the objectifesuo study the

following sequences are followed.

Firstly, the respondents’ scores based on thegoreses to some questions in five-point scale orograpment on
different dimensions have been collected. Therotlezall level of empowerment of the respondent mensiiis calculated
by summing the scores of each and every respomdtetiie three dimensions and termed as EmpowermdekIValue
which is given below.

Empowerment Index Value= Score in economic dimensions of empowermentereSm social dimensions of
empowerment + Score in political dimensions of ewgmnent. In this way we get the two sets of Empoweatt Index
Value; one for pre-SHG situation and the othettlfierpost-SHG situation.

Then, to know whether there is significant diffeserbetween the levels of empowerment of poor triaainen
during the pre-SHG and post -SHG situation leveleofpowerment as indicated by the Empowerment Indaixie
represented by respondents’ scores were consideidPaired-t test (for test of significance fofetiénces between two

means) was applied for confirming the results.

In the next step, to compare the level of empowetrhetween Pre and post-SHG situation on the lodisia the
basis of period of participation, respondent’s esatenoting their level of empowerment has beed. Gg@s has also been

done with the help of paired sample t-test for édéstignificance for differences between two means.
A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA UNDER STUDY

Bankura is one of the most economically and indaistrbackward districts of West Bengal and witankura
the study area (as shown belowHRigure-1) consisting of five tribal inhabited blocks, namdRanibandh, Hirbandh,
Raipur, Khatra and Chatna is the most deprived giathe district. The percentages of tribal popalatof Ranibandh,
Hirbandh, Raipur, Khatra and Chatna are 47.07,5284.66, 22.02, and 20.50respectively as peckssus, 2011.
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Figure 1

Out of these five blocks, Ranibandh and Raipur kddall under Jungle-Mahal and the other threeadjacent to
the Jungle-Mahal area of the state of West-Benllst of the regions of the study area are hillyrefbed and
drought-prone. Agriculture is dependent on raing arsingle crop of paddy is produced once in a ifahere are timely
rains. Cultivation of some vegetables is undemaikeegularly by almost all households who have sdand. In some
areas babui grass is cultivated mainly for rope ingaKThe forest - which was once a source of fdad|, fodder and
livelihood - still provides fuel and some incomerfr minor forest products. However collection of arand Sal leaves,
Mahua flower, Mahua, Zamun, Amlaki, Haritaki andl $aits, and various kinds of medicinal herbs awmatks still

constitute a supplementary source of livelihoodtifier poor tribal women.

On an average 28.12 % of the total populatiothefstudy area belongs to scheduled tribe as cauhgarthe
district average of scheduled tribe population @25%.There are about 5998 Self Help Groups (Shi@hk)total members
of about 69,935 functioning under the SGSY scherihvhas recently been modified as NRLM scheme. fohewing
table [Table: 1) depicts the number of SHGs in the study are®@42005 and from 2012-13 to 2014-15

Table 1: Number of Shgs in the Study Area in 20045%and from 2012-13 to 2014-15

No of SHGs ]

Sl. No Blocks 2004-05] 2012-13] 2013-14] 2014-15 No. of SHGs Received RF under SGSY/NRLM
1 Ranibandh 630 1257 1260 1261 1015

2 Hirbandh 162 708 725 729 444

3 Raipur 477 1496 1545 1551 922

4 Khatra 501 875 920 941 646

5 Chatna 594 1482 1511 1516 1371

TOTAL 2364 5818 5961 5998 4398

Source:District Human Development Report, Bankura, 2007&0R Bankura

From the above table (Table:4.6), it is seen thate is an increasing trends in the cumulativel tatanbers of
SHGs from the year 2004-05 to 2014-15 in all the fblocks under study. Out of the total 412535 ShiGte state,
22754 belong to Bankura district that account foowt 05.51%o0f the total SHGs of the state. As caegbdo the total
number of SHGs formed in the district the perceatafjSHGs formed in the five sample blocks-Ranilmandirbandh,
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Raipur, Khatra and Chatna are 5.54, 3.20, 6.813 4rid 6.66 respectively. The following tablEable:2) shows the
approximate coverage of SHGs as a percentage afdetwell as a percentage of approximate BPL-@djoul of the
district, five blocks under study and in the stualga as whole. While calculating the approximateecage ratio,
population data of last census (2011) and BPL m¢age as available from District Human Developnieeport, Bankura
(2007) has been used as close approximation duert@vailability of latest reliable data at thedidevel in this regard.

Table 2: Approximate Coverage of SHGs as a Percerga of Total and as a
Percentage of BPL-Population during 2014-15

SHG

District /Blocks | Population | SHGs | Members % % of BPL BPL coverage as a
Coverage % of BPL

District 3,596,674 | 22754 272138 7.57 42.48 1527861 17.81
Ranibandh 119089 1261 15082 12.66 49.75 59247 25.46
Hirbandh 83834 729 8719 10.40 49.95 41875 20.82
Raipur 171,377 1551 18550 10.82 49.98 85654 21.66
Khatra 117,030 941 11254 9.62 46.87 54852 20.52
Chatna 195038 1516 18131 9.30 49.95 97421 18.61
Study Area 686368 5998 71736 10.45 49.30 338379 21.20

SourceCompiled from secondary data, Average members bassdmple, (2014-15) District Human Development

Report, Bankura (2007) Close Approximation

From the above table (Table:4.7), it is clear tahag there is a satisfactory participation of plo®r women of the
five blocks in the SHGs as compared to the distdsterage expressed as a percentage of total andhAPstands at 7.57
and 17.81 % respectively. The overall coveragesatif the area under study are 10.45 % and 21.2@s§ectively.
Both of which are higher than the district coverpgecentage of SHGs.

Majority of the women in the study area lives ire tmost deprived conditions of ignorance and poyerty
completely unaware of their potential and indivililyaleading to unhealthy lives. They sow, weed, dtansplant, collect
and carry the forest produce and agricultural wéste the fields to their homes on the head, oftéth their babies on
their back or in the womb. In the study area, nodshe disadvantaged women works as domestic weylegricultural
laborers, collectors of forest products like firead or saal-leaves for making plates etc. Sweepalsaners in schools,
hospitals, shops and other establishments. Thewtlbave permanent, dignified, sustainable livedidte They work at the
mercy of landlords and owners of shops and estabhbsits. They have uncertain and seasonal wage wm@hd in
agricultural fields. Unfortunately, agriculture hascome gambling in this area due to persistenighioconditions. Some
of them are forced to migrate to the adjacentidistiof Burdwan, Hooghly etc. for their livelihoodue to lack of skills

and regular income generation activities, moshefi are illiterate and live below the poverty line.

STATUSOF TRIBAL WOMEN AND SHGs IN THE REGION

Majority of the women particularly the tribal womehnthe area under study, live in the most deprisaaditions
of ignorance and poverty, completely unaware oif thetential and individuality, leading to unhealtlives. They collect
and carry the forest produce like fire wood, sealvks (pata), babui grass, and agricultural wasta the fields to their
homes on the head, often with their child on tHzack or in the womb. In the proposed study areatmbghe
disadvantaged women work as domestic workers, @grral laborers, collector of forest products likee wood or

saal-pata for making plates, babui grass for makaigui-rope, kendu pata etc. They also work as geree cleaners in
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schools, hospitals, shops and establishments. dbewt have permanent, dignified, sustainableilieglds. They work at
the mercy of landlords and owners of shops andbsitanents. They have uncertain and seasonal wagdogment in
agriculture fields. Unfortunately, agriculture hbscome gambling in monsoon in this area due toigterd drought
conditions. Due to lack of skills and regulardnte generation activities, most of them are illiterand live below the
poverty line. They have an extreme urge of coming af the poverty. Having no other alternativegyttcome and
participate voluntarily into the SHGs with the pamg objective of earning some income independemylyovercoming

their limitation.
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF DATA

The statistical analyses to test the hypothesethefstudy for the study have been categorized m parts.
First part consists of the analysis of comparisbtewvel of empowerment between pre-SHG and post-S@tions.
The second part consists of the comparison ofetel lof empowermentbetween pre-SHG and post-SH@tgnhson the

basis of periods of membership in the groups of#ispondents

COMPARISON OF LEVEL OF EMPOWERMENT BETWEEN PRE-SHG AND POST-SHG
SITUATIONS

In this section of the study attempt has been nbadied out whether the level of empowerment of plo@r tribal
women members varies significantly between Pre Bodt-SHG situations by comparing the scores ofttadl 240
respondents obtained from the two sets of questioes designed separately for the Pre and Post-Std&tions for each
and every respondent. To test whether there areliffieyences between the levels of empowermentoof fribal women
between pre-SHG and post-SHG situation by compahiegespondents’ scores during pre-SHG and po§-SiHiations

the following hypothesis is set.
Null Hypothesis H; o
There is no significant difference between the lewd empowerment of poor tribal women during pi¢c&sand
post -SHG situations i.e.
Ha= M

Where y,is the average empowerment level of the poor tribainen under Pre-SHG situation gpid the
average empowerment level of the poor tribal womneder Post—-SHG situation against Alternative Hypothesis, H; ;.

There is positive change in the levels of empoweatroépoor tribal women during pre-SHG and post GSsituation i.e.

H2=> g

To test the above mentioned hypothesis i.e. whethere is significant positive change in the levefs
empowerment of poor tribal women during the pre-Ssif@ation and the post -SHG situation the follogvisteps are

followed.

Firstly, the respondents’ scores representing the levehgfowerment for each and every respondent for two
different situations have been worked out separdiabed on the tools developed for the identificawf the level of

empowerment for the respondents.

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us




Participation in SHG and the Level of Empowerment of the Poor Women: An Empirical Study 245
between Pre-SHG and Post-SHG Situations

Secondly,the scores in two different situations i.e. scdvased on the questionnaire pertaining to the pté-S
situation and the scores based on the questionpeitaining to the post-SHG-situation in respec24® respondents are

tested with the help of appropriate t-test fortdw of significance for differences between tweams.
Thirdly, from these two sets of scores mean scores, vasaaad the value of the test statistit,i$ calculated.

Finally, the calculated value of the test statistic, “t’cempared with the tabulated value of “t” at1% a&nélo

levels of significance with the corresponding degref freedom for decision purpose.

The mean, variance of the two sets of scores andaltulated value of “t"along with the tabulatedue of‘t” at
5 % and 1% levels of significance with correspogdiegrees of freedom, as obtained fromMt& Excel Statistical data
analysis tools have been tabulated in the following Taflalgle 3).

Table 3: Pre and Post- SHG Situation wise Overall an-Scores & Computed
Value of--‘T’ of the Respondents’ Scores

No of Calculated Tabulated
Situations Observations Mean Variances value of “t’ Value of -“t” at d.f
(N) 5% 1%
Pre-SHG 52.14 192.74
PoSL.SHG 240 2054 54184 20.17 1.65 2.34 239

Source:Computed from primary data

It is found from the above table that the calculatalue of test statisti¢,=20.17 which is much greater than the
table value of = 1.65 and 2.34 at 5% and 1% level of significarespectively with 239 degrees of freedom. So nthié
hypothesis that the level of empowerment of pabatrwomen do not differ significantly between [8etG and post-SHG
situations can be rejected and can be said thet th a positive and significant impact on thesleof empowerment of the
poor tribal women during post-SHG situation as carad to pre-SHG situation. The test is statistjcsilfjnificant both at
5% and at 1% levels. From the above analysis, it lsa concluded that there is a positive changehénlevel of

empowerment of the poor tribal women in the posGSiituation as compared to that of pre-SHG sitmatio

COMPARISON ON THE BASIS OF PERIODS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE GROUPS OF THE
RESPONDENTS

In order to compare the level of empowerment betwie-SHG and Post-SHG situations on the basiemdqs
of membership in the Self Help Groups (SHGSs),rat five have divided all the respondents in the $ainpo three groups
viz. respondents witlshort Period Membership (SPM)consisting of the members participating into theugs for 04
years or less; respondents wittedium Period Membership (MPM) consisting of the members participating into the
groups for more than 04 to up to 08 years and resguts withLong Period Membership (LPM) consisting of the
members participating into the groups for more tB8ryears’ time periods as on the date of collgctiata. Then, all the
respondents are sorted according their period afilmeeship in the groups. As determined earlier aun@e consists of 94
respondents having short period membership, 74orelmts having medium period membership and 72onemts
having long period membership. Now, to test whetther respondents having different periods of mesthprdiffer

significantly with respect to their level of empawent under pre and post-SHG situation the follgigpotheses is set.
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Ho: Respondents having different periods of membprsla differ significantly with respect to their kvof

empowerment under pre and post-SHG situation.
This hypothesis has been tested for three diffesiburtions.

* Hgy1 Poor tribal women members of SHGs participatinghi groups for the shorter time periods do notediff

significantly with respect to their level of empaweent under pre-SHG and post -SHG situations.

* Hgy2 Poor tribal women members of SHGs participatinthi groups for the medium time periods do not diffe

significantly with respect to their level of empawent under pre-SHG and post -SHG situations.

e Hg3 Poor tribal women members of SHGs participatinghie groups for the longer time periods do not diffe

significantly with respect to their level of empawent under pre-SHG and post-SHG situations.

In the next step, the scores of the above mentidhee categories of respondents during pre antd PHS
situations are placed separately side by sideestdd withPaired t-testin order to find whether the mean scores of @l th
three categories differ significantly between pnel @ost SHG situations. The mean, variance ofwloesets of scores and
the calculated value of “t” along with the tabuthtealue of‘t” at 5 % and 1% level of significance with correspagd
degrees of freedom, as obtained from M8-Excel Statistical data analysis toolsof all the three categories of
respondents have been tabulated below in the falpwable Table:-4).

Table 4: Pre and Post-SHG Situations and CategonsfM, MPM & LPM) Wise Mean-Scores,
Variances, Computed & Tabulated Values of--T’

Tabulated
No of Calculated value of - "
Categories | Situations | Observations| Mean | Variances| Value of o df
™) ; 5% 1%
Pre-SHG 52.60 238.74
SPM Post-SHG 94 70.88 | 29688 | 12?2 | 068 ] 166/ 93
Pre-SHG 50.45 181.07
MPM Post-SHG “ 60.07 | 16526 | [2°3 | 068 ] 167} 73
Pre-SHG 53.29 145.31
LPM Post-SHG 2 70.67 | 25479 | 1020 | 068 ] 167} 71

SourceComputed from primary data

It is found from the above table that the calculatalue of test statistic , in respect of membexging Short
Period Membership (SPM), ts= 12.22 which is greater than the table value=00.68 and 1.66at 5% and 1% level of
significance respectively with 93 degrees of freaed&o we can reject the null hypothesis that womembers of SHGs
participating in the groups for the shorter timeiges do not differ significantly under pre-SHG goakst -SHG situations
with regard to their level of empowerment and cagy that there is a positive significant differericethe level of
empowerment between pre-SHG and post -SHG situsafarthe respondents participating in the groapgte short time

periods.

Again, it is found that the calculated value ofsttetatistic , in respect of members having MediReriod
Membership (MPM), ig= 12.53 which is greater than the table valua of 0.68 and 1.67 at 5% and 1% level of
significance respectively with 73 degrees of freed&o we can reject the null hypothesis that womembers of SHGs

participating in the groups for the medium timeipgs do not differ significantly under pre and p8$tG situations with
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regard to their level of empowerment and can say there is a positive and significant differencethe level of
empowerment between pre-SHG and post-SHG situafmnhe respondents participating in the groupstiie medium

time periods also.

Similarly, it is also found that the calculated welof test statistic , in respect of members tgaviong Period
Membership (LPM), i¢ = 10.20 which is greater than the table valud of 0.68 and 1.67 at 5% and 1% level of
significance respectively with 71 degrees of freaed&o we can reject the null hypothesis that womembers of SHGs
participating in the groups for the long time pesalo not differ significantly under pre-SHG andp8HG situation with
regard to their level of empowerment and can say tiere is also a positive and significant differ in the level of
empowerment between pre and post-SHG situationghi®mrespondents participating in the groups far ldng time

periods also.

From the above analysis it can be concluded thatebpondents irrespective of their period of paudition in the
group differ significantly with regard to their lelvof empowerment. From this we can say that thdbghparticipation in
the Self Help Groups leads to empowerment, theodesf membership in the group cannot be treateti@sole criterion
or factor of empowerment. Rather we can say that the combined effect of a number of factorst tlead to the
empowerment. The difference in the mean scoreshivrespondents with medium period membership 81 @hich is
maximum among the three groups and the differem¢ke mean scores for the respondents with loniggh@nembership
is 17.38 which is minimum among the three groupsnfthese, we may conclude that the propositiohigifier is the
period of participation higher is the level of emmsment is not correct. Participation empowers wolmgt it is in no way

directly related to their period of involvementthe Self Help Groups (SHGS).
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The involvements in the SHGs have brought about@tic and social changes among the members irtubg s
area. A large number of the members have repohigtdtheir family status has increased by becomingeanber of the
SHGs. The income levels of the SHG members haweased and this has caused improvement in theialsstatus in
their area and in the society. This empirical aesle establishes that properly designed and eftdgtimplemented Self
Help Groups microfinance programme can not onlgvidite poverty but also empower women at the goassrevel.

The following are the major findings of the study.

» Itis found that there is a positive and increadirmmd in the formation of SHGs in the block asIves their
sustainability during the period from 2008-20092@12-2013. In spite of many problems, there exstsigh
propensity to join the groups. Though there existegvariations or fluctuations in the numberSHGs at the
GP level, the overall or the total numberof SHGgha year from 2008-09 to 2012 -2013 shows an asing
trend. There is a satisfactory coverage of thealtribomen with respect to the participation in thelf $Help
Groups (SHGs). The 43.03 % of total members ama fiwe tribal community whereas the tribal populatid the
block is about 28.5% of the total population of bheck.

» ltis found that there is a positive and significanpact on the level of empowerment of the poiralrwomen

during post-SHG situation as compared to pre-SH@son.
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e There is no significant relationship between thetigigation in the Self Help Groups (SHGs) and tbeel of
empowerment of poor tribal women. it is found ttheg respondents irrespective of their period ofigigation in
the group differ significantly with regard to thdevel of empowerment. So, it can be said that ghothe
participation in the Self Help Groups leads to emgonent, the period of membership in the group oaibe
treated as the sole criterion or factor of empovestimRather we can say that, it is the combinedceféf a

number of factors that lead to the empowerment.
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

A minimum of bias and is always present in any tgpeesearch. This study also is no exception.t8iiice most
of the respondents are undereducated, so therpassability of data bias and hence the data c@téevould only be an
approximation of actual facts. However, the ingidors carefully tried to minimize such errors byueating the
respondents about the scope and objectives ofttidy.sThe study is also a simple attempt to makeirsderstanding of
implications and experience of literature of Se#lpiGroups and Microfinance on the grounds of tgalihe study was
conducted on the selected villages in Hirbandh lblmicBankura district in West Bengal. The resporidenmere from the
remote and rural areas of Jungle Mahal and dulketo inhibition with lack of communications it waslittle bit difficult
for the researchers to contact each and every mdspbto get precise answers for sensitive queTies.other limitation of
the study is that it is a part of the learning msxas the area covered in the study is very smdlliis based on limited
sample size. All of these form major limitation thie study. So, more comprehensive and similar écapistudies are
essential for confirming the results. The study banextended by including a group of non-participanthe Self Help
Groups and Microfinance programs belonging to simslocio economic background. Best efforts haven Ineade to get
the most realistic picture on the role of Self HElpups and Microfinance in women empowerment, iwithe constraints

of time and resources.
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